profession who do not appreciate the benefit often to be derived from lancing the gums in difficult dentition, I send you the following interesting case:
In July, 1847, while on a visit to some relations in Canada, I was requested by Mr. S., who had called at my uncle's, with whom I was staying, to visit a child of his, which had been sick for several weeks, and the symptoms were becoming more and more aggravated every day. During the last three or four days, it had had several convulsions. The illness was supposed to result from teething. When I saw the child, the parents had nearly despaired of its recovery.
On examining the mouth of the child, I become convinced, from the inflamed and swollen condition of its gums, that the constitutional disturbance was caused by irritation produced by the advancing teeth. The child had a convulsion soon after I saw it; and as an old woman, a sort of doctress of the neighborhood, had predicted the day before, that it would die the next day, between ten and twelve o'clock, saying, that mortification of its bowels had taken place, the afflicted mother supposed the infant was in the agonies of death. But the old woman seemed rather happy than otherwise, that her prediction was about to be fulfilled.
